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In a world of secrets, human genius is power. And sometimes it is simply deadly . . .Near

Washington, D.C., there are two clandestine institutions: the world's most unusual laboratory and a

secret CIA training camp. Drawn to these sites by a murder, ex-Secret Service agent Sean King

encounters a dark world of mathematicians, codes, and spies. His search for answers soon leads

him to more shocking violence-and an autistic girl with an extraordinary genius.Now, only by

working with his embattled partner, Michelle Maxwell, can he catch a killer...and solve a stunning

mystery that threatens the entire nation.
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The seeds of Baldacci's latest novel "Simple Genius" are sowed a book earlier.Mentally stressed

beyond her ability to continue a normal life, Michelle Maxwell simply breaks down. Her horrifying

experience in "Hour Game" with a boyfriend who turned out to be a serial killer and the continuing

anguish of a deeply buried secret we will later learn she has carried with her since she was only six

years old drives her into a potentially suicidal bar brawl with a complete stranger. Her long-time

friend and investigative partner, Sean King, convinces her to check herself into a psychiatric hospital

for rest, recuperation and serious examination of the demons she is encountering. Assuming full

responsibility for the financial costs of this care, he desperately searches for work and accepts a

contract to investigate the suicide (murder?) of Monk Turing, a quantum physicist and computer

scientist working for Babbage Town, a high powered corporate think tank located across the York



River from Camp Peary, a top secret CIA training facility. (That name, by the way - Turing, that is - is

no coincidence!
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